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with these new, anti-social dangers. For on critical
occasions, lately, we have seemed like children
playing with an infernal machine which might at
any moment go off and blow us to bits.
This issue, that lies plainly before the human
race to-day, appears to me to be represented by two
pictures that faced each other on opposite pages of
the Illustrated London News a short time ago. On
the one side there was shown a grand attempt made
by marvellous human skill and courage to bomb
from the air a new passage for the overflow of lava
from Mauna Loa, in Hawaii. The aeroplane had
to be taken low to the very edge of the crater. Only
if this were done quickly could a town be saved
from destruction which lay at the foot of the volcano
exposed to awful danger. On the other side, was a
picture of a bombing military aeroplane in Abyssinia
dropping incendiary bombs of liquid fire upon a
miserable and helpless village, while the people
rushed out madly screaming with terror. A similar
contrast might be drawn, on the one side, from the
spread of arsenic powder by means of aeroplanes in
order to stop the devastating flight of a cloud of
locusts, and, on the other side, the dropping of
bombs filled with poison gas on innocent women
and children.
Since these paragraphs were written the mur-
derous horror of the incendiary bomb has again
shocked the civilized world. The recent experience
in Spam has brought home to us all the imminent
danger we are in owing to this new method of
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